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country's demands, which was the controlling incentive of his life, caused him to abandon the'pleasures which he had resigned the office of Major General in the United States army to enjoy, and take upon himself the labor and vexation of governing a mongrel people, as were the inhabitants of Florida at that time. Taking Mrs. Jackson with him, he left on the i8th of April, 1821, for Florida, by the way of New Orleans. At all points on the river, and especially at New Orleans, honors without stint were showered on him. The truth is, there is nothing in ancient or modern history, in the way of manifesting love and devotion to a great leader, comparable to the repeated exhibitions at Nashville and at New Orleans on the several occasions of General Jackson's visits. When he returned to Nashville from a campaign or from his arduous duties in civil life, the whole people went out to meet and escort him into the city, and when he visited New Orleans vast multitudes gathered to attest their appreciation of the man who had saved their city and people as well as the country from the deepest humiliation.
Mrs. Jackson wrote to her friend, Mrs. Kingsley, from New Orleans, an extract from which letter here will enable the reader to see the plain, Christian woman, whose sweet, gentle words and exemplary life could soften the nature and point the way of the man whose destiny was victory, and who knew no power but his country and its laws. In the midst of unparalleled pageantry she wrote:
"We were met at the Natchez and conducted to this place. The house and furniture are so splendid I can't pretend a description. The attention and honors paid to the General far excel a recital of my pen. They conducted him to the Grand Theater; his box was decorated with elegant hangings. At his appearance the theater rang with loud acclamations, 'Vive Jackson.' Songs of praise were sung by the ladies, and in the midst they crowned him with a crown of
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